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At the Annual Awards Banquet, Stro Strohmeyer was presented 
with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the Oregon Alpha 
Alumni Association “With appreciation and gratitude for outstanding 
leadership, dedication and exemplary service to the Fraternity 
serving for 20 years as House Dad at the Oregon Alpha  Chapter of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon.” Papa Stro started as House Dad in September 
2006 and will continue to make his mark on the chapter this fall. 
Thank you for your service Brother Strohmeyer!

This past September 24-27,  2025, the Oregon Alpha Class of 1975 held its 50-Year Anniversary Reunion. Seventeen brothers gathered for 
the four-day reunion in Yachats starting with two days of golf, storytelling, and a wonderful dinner at the Adobe Resort. A special toast was 
offered compliments of Brother Terry McCamman for our nine classmates who have joined “Chapter Eternal.” Those two days were followed 
with a Friday home game tailgater hosted by brothers Mark Atwood and Tom Barbour prior to the OSU vs Houston Cougar football game. 
Saturday provided the brothers with an opportunity to enjoy a round of golf at OSU’s Trysting Tree Golf Club. Wonderful memories were both 
shared and made!

Alumni Speaker Series – Former Eminent Archon Brice Nesbitt 
’05 was the guest alumni speaker at the chapters April 27th Monday 
Night Dinner.  Brice talked about the value of fraternity and shared 
career advice based on over 20 years experience helping build 
some of the most respected brands in the beverage alcohol industry. 
(Dick Thompson ’73, Alumni Association President, Brice Nesbitt ’05, 
and Eminent Archon Hank Vande Brake ’27)

On Friday, March 6, 2026, Eminent Supreme Chronicler Dave Griego visited the Oregon Alpha Chapter house and delivered an impactful 
presentation on “The Meaning of the Insignia”.  Dave covered the deeper meaning behind the coat of arms, the membership badge, and the 
history of SAE’s Ritual.  Dave commented “It was a pleasure to meet the gentlemen of Oregon Alpha.  They and the house lived up to the storied 
reputation that this Chapter enjoys throughout our fraternity.”
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Alumni Highlights & Chatter
JOHN MAYLIE ’59 sent (September 2025) “Visited Oregon with my 
daughter from Southern Virginia and son from Colorado to see my 
brothers JOE MAYLIE ’63 and Jim in Portland and sister Janice in 
Corvallis. What a beautiful change in the Willamette Valley with all 
the wine vineyards. Keep up the good work at SAE. PS: Still snow birds 
spending 6 months in NY and six in FL.”

LOU FASANO ’64 sends “Margaret’s and my biggest thrill this year 
(2025) was becoming great grandparents to Oliver. He is so much fun. 
We continue to vacation in Manzanita and in the Wallowa Mountains 
where we see much family, including Margaret’s Oregon State SAE 
brother JOHN PALMER ’77.”

ALEX PAUL ’70 recently was awarded a First Place prize for Slave 
Rebellion, book eight of his Arken Freeth and the Adventure of the 
Neanderthals series at the Chanticleer International Writing Contest 
held in Bellingham, WA.

LONNIE BARRON ’70 joined Chapter Eternal on May 8, 2026. “Born in 
Spokane, Washington, and raised in the Liberty Lake community, Lonnie 
made headlines in football, basketball, baseball, track, and academics 
while serving in student leadership. He carried that work ethic and 
competitive spirit throughout his life. Lonnie (“Red Barron”) attended 
Oregon State University, where he joined Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, 
forged lifelong friendships, and discovered a love for rugby. During that 
chapter of his life, he also served his country in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
A proud Beaver, he remained deeply connected to Oregon State and its 
alumni community.”

KEITH SWENSEN ’70 entered Chapter Eternal on March 21, 2026, 
“leaving behind a legacy of dedication, generosity, and deep 
connection to family, community, and the many lives he impacted. 
Keith practiced law for more than 44 years.  Beyond his professional 
life, Keith was known for his passion for sports- especially rugby- 
and his unwavering commitment to youth athletics. He dedicated 
countless hours to coaching, mentoring, and fundraising for youth 
sports programs. Keith believed deeply in the value of sports in 
shaping young lives and was tireless in giving back to his community. 
He will be remembered for his strong work ethic, his commitment to 
helping others, and the lasting impact he made on the many people he 
coached, mentored, and supported throughout his life.”

DOUG BLAIR ’73 is testing retirement from a 55 year career in radio 
broadcasting. “It has been lots of fun living in Corvallis and covering 
the Beavers – especially the baseball team! I hope to travel a little more 
(just cruised on the Mississippi River from New Orleans in June) and 
work on lowering that 25 handicap. Ouch!  Phi Alpha and Go Beavs!”

MARK PACZESNIAK ’73 and TIM TOLAN ’73 were on the move for the 
first time in four or five decades.  Mark moved from his long time 
home just outside of Philadelphia to Coos Bay where he grew up and 
was a Marshfield Pirate. Tim, who was an Astoria High Fishermen, and 
Linda have lived in Seaside some forty years and made the move last 
November to Meridian, a suburb of Boise to be closer to family.

CHRIS MARSHALL ’81 serves as a Judge on Portland’s Multnomah 
County Circuit Court. On October 22, 2025, the Oregon Bar presented 
Brother Marshall with the Wallace P. Carson Jr. Award for Judicial 
Excellence “for significant contributions to the judicial system 
while serving as a model of professionalism, integrity, and judicial 
independence.”

MARK HALES ‘83 is nearing his 30th year as a Financial Advisor 
with D.A. Davidson in Pendleton, Oregon. He remains active with the 
family wheat farm, where he lives with his wife, JoAnna. His daughter, 
Madeline, recently earned her MBA from OSU, joining sons Michael and 
Jacob as proud Beavers, while his youngest, Jace, is a junior at PHS.

JIM GREEN ’87 is “enjoying retirement. Spending time fly fishing, 
golfing, and spending time with my family – particularly my grandson 
(age 4) and the newest addition to our family – my granddaughter born 
in August 2025.”

JOTH RICCI ’90 is the Executive Chairman of Burgerville and has been 
involved in guiding the chain’s growth 
strategy, emphasizing its commitment 
to sustainability, local sourcing, and 
community focus. Earlier this year, 
Joth announced his family’s purchase 
of Winderlea Vineyard & Winery in the 
Dundee Hills. A key goal is to “extend the 
brand…Whether it was at Stumptown, 
Adelsheim or Dutch Bros, I learned that 
you have to be thankful and humble, and 
show customers the things they came to 
see and learn about, and just give them 
exceptional service.” And last Fall 2025, 
OSU’s College of Business launched the 
Ricci Leadership Academy, a year-long cornerstone experience for 
25-30 students to grow strategic thinkers, effective communicators 
and bold decision makers.

CORY GROGAN ‘97 recently accepted the position of Special Projects 
Communications Manager with the Salem-Keizer School District after 
serving as Public Information Officer for Benton County. Before joining 
Benton County, Cory spent more than 10 years as a Public Information 
Officer with the Oregon Office of Emergency Management, supporting 
emergency management communications across the state. He also 
serves as the volunteer Communications Director for Oregon Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) and as a senior public affairs 
leader in the Oregon National Guard. Throughout his career, Cory 
has been honored with numerous professional and military awards 
recognizing excellence in public affairs, strategic communications 
and public service. “I’m grateful for a career that’s allowed me to serve 
others through public service and strategic communications. Whether 
it’s supporting local communities, emergency response or our military 
members and their employers, I look forward to continuing that work.”

CASEY GROGAN ‘99 earned his degree in agriculture from Oregon 
State and now owns and operates Silver Bells Tree Farm near Silverton, 
Oregon, continuing his family’s farming tradition. Casey has been a 
leader in the Christmas tree industry, serving as past president of the 
Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree Association and as co-chair of its 
Research Committee, working with Oregon State University Extension 
to support research and innovation. Casey and his family are also 
building a custom home on the family property and look forward to 
many more years on the farm.

JOSH HUFFMAN ’01 has taken on the position of President of the 
Portland Area Alumni Association. He will lead a board including 
members TYLER THOMPSON ’05, BRIAN THOMAS ORBE ’03,  
PHIL EVANS ORBE ’06, and MIKE BORING ’11. Josh and his family live  
in Tualatin and he is Chief Sales Officer for Sagelok Northwest.

IAN GILKERSON ’05 sends “After more than 20 years in engineering 
leadership and as the Boeing / Oregon State executive in Seattle, I have 
taken a new role as the Global Chief Engineer for Systems Engineering 
and Design at FORD Motor Company in Dearborn, MI. We have relocated 
to the Dearborn area, so if you are nearby, it would be great to connect!  
Phi Alpha!”

MICHAEL HALES ‘13 is a Certified Financial Planner who works 
alongside his father, Mark, on the D.A. Davidson team in Pendleton. He 
returned home from New York City with his wife, Saffi, in 2020 and now 
lives in Walla Walla, Washington. Michael also stays involved with the 
Pendleton Round-Up and the Pendleton Whisky Music Festival.

SPENCER HAAG ’13 has been with Fisher Investments for more than 
nine years. He was recently promoted to Vice President of Client 
Services in Tampa, FL.

JAKE BECK ’15 is a Senior Consultant for Deloitte in San Diego, CA.

JACOB HALES ‘16 manages the family wheat farm in Adams, Oregon, 
overseeing about 5,000 acres. He also coaches football and wrestling 
at the local high school. Jake and his wife, Sydney, live in Pendleton 
with their 2 1/2-year-old daughter, Emersyn, and are expecting their 
second daughter in October.

JANAK WARD ’18 is a Senior Financial Analyst for Kiewit in Portland, OR.

DREW MALINOWSKI ’23 is a Field Engineer for Kiewit in the New York 
City metropolitan area.

NOLAN FRIESE ’27 was presented with an Outstanding Service Award at 
the 2026 OSU Center for Fraternity & Sorority Life “Greek Awards”.

Former Eminent Supreme Archon Ron Doleac ’69 (University of 
Southern Mississippi) shared these comments regarding strong 
chapters – “We are blessed to come from special chapters where 
alumni and undergrads collaborate, work together, and respect and 
appreciate each other…It is all soooo good when it works well.”
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Chapter Eternal - Oregon Alpha members entering Chapter Eternal 
this past year include J. Richard “Dick” Evans ’57, James Waggoner ’57, 
Pete Ellingson ’69, Lonnie Barron ’70, Keith Swensen ’70, Tim McDuffie 
’72, and Don Scheele ’73.


